THE   BUSRAH.                  163

that of Mahi Call,* in which she com-
mands sacrifices of animals, and even
human victims, as seen in the Calica
Puran, an ancient work, much valued by
the Hindoos.

The festival of the Dusrah continues
ten nights, as the word Dus-rah implies.
On the tenth night only, offerings are
made to the goddess in her form of Doorga,
as during the preceding nine, distinguished
as the Now-ratee, the goddess is supposed
to be preparing and adorning herself, and
is worshipped under the form of Bho-
wanee.f On the sixth day, she is awakened
by sports and music, as she was supposed
to have been originally aroused by Brahma,
during a night of the gods.

Doorga, according to Brahminical au-

* Call signifies black, and its root, cals implies de-
vouring; whence it is used as expressive of the destruc-
tive powers of the goddess.

f "Bhowanee," the origin of fertility, and the
wife of Siva, the Creator, resembling, according to Sir
William Jones, the Venus Urania of the Greeks*